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and apprehension.    Dissension was rife among the
Berber tribes, forming the majority of the army, who
were anxious to retire with their great spoils.   The
Muslims had, during their victorious march, depleted
southern France of its wealth.   They plundered all its
rich churches and monasteries, and carried away innum-
erable treasures, spoils and captives. These rich burdens
which they carried brought disorder in their ranks and
created dissension between them.    Abdul Rahman
realized the danger of these spoils to discipline and fear-
ed that the troops would be busy guarding them.   He
tried in vain to induce them to abandon some of them,
but he did not insist fearing mutiny.   On the other
hand the Muslims were exhausted by continued inva-
sions during several months since their entry into
France ; their number was reduced, as garrisons had to
be left in many conquered posts and cities; neverthe-
less Abdul Rahman made preparations to fight the
enemy with determination and confidence in a decisive
battle.
Fighting began on October 12 or 13, 732 A.D.
(about the end of Sha4ban, 114 A.H.). For seven or
eight days there were minor engagements between the
two armies, in which each maintained its position. On
the ninth day the two armies were engaged in a general
battle; both fought severely without advantage to either
till night fell. On the next day fighting was resumed,
both sides exhibiting extreme courage and endurance
till the Franks showed signs of fatigue, and victory
appeared to be on the side of the Muslims. But the
Franks had by then opened' a passage to the Muslim
camp of spoils, and it was feared that it would fall into
their hands. Or, according to a chronicle, an unknown
person in the Muslim posts raised a cry that the camp
of spoils was on the point of falling into the hands of
the enemy. A large cavalry force withdrew from the
heart of the battle to the hind ranks to defend the
spoils and many soldiers hastened to defend their